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Purpose 
The Environmental Information Exchange Network (Exchange Network) Grant Program provides 
funding to states, territories, federally recognized Indian tribes, and tribal consortia to support their 
participation in the Exchange Network.  The Exchange Network is an Internet- and standards-based, 
secure information network.  It facilitates electronic reporting and the sharing, integration, analysis, 
and use of environmental and other types of information from many different sources.  The Exchange 
Network will make it easier for EPA and its partners to obtain the timely, accurate information they 
need when making decisions concerning human health and the natural environment. 
 
Background 
FY 2006 was the fifth year of the Exchange Network 
Grant Program.  EPA has received approximately 
$105 million to date in federal appropriations for the 
grant program. 
 
All states and the District of Columbia, 4 territories, 
and 49 tribes have received grants and have been 
involved in the development of the Exchange Network.  As of November 2006, the Exchange 
Network Grant Program has contributed to the development of 46 state and 2 tribal Exchange 
Network Nodes with additional Nodes currently under development.   

The Exchange Network Grant Program Priority 
 
EPA’s priority will be on proposals that focus on 
deploying regulatory data exchanges.  The data 
exchanges of highest priority are those that have been 
established or will be established before the end of FY 
2009. 

 
In September 2006, EPA posted the solicitation notice for the FY 2007 Exchange Network Grants 
Program at http://www.epa.gov/exchangenetwork/grants/ and a brief announcement on 
http://www.fedgrants.gov.  States, territories, federally recognized Indian tribes, and tribal consortia 
were eligible to apply.  Applicants could submit proposals using components from one or more of the 
four groups of assistance activities: 
 

• Infrastructure – supports the development or upgrade of information management and technology 
capabilities (e.g., development and testing of nodes or node clients) and tools to participate in the 
Exchange Network; 

• Data Exchange, Analysis and Integration – supports the development of the capability and the 
exchange of data through the Exchange Network; 

• Mentoring, Planning and Training – supports activities such as mentoring other partners on the 
Exchange Network, planning activities that support the Exchange Network, and developing 
training materials and conducting training on specific topics related to the Exchange Network; and 

• Collaboration – supports the planning, development, and implementation of collaborative, multi-
partner, innovative projects that demonstrate the value of the Exchange Network. 

 
Achievements 
A number of projects funded by the Exchange Network Grant Program have demonstrated the 
potential of the Exchange Network to enhance environmental and health decision-making.  Examples 
of several successful grant projects include the following: 



• Electronic Discharge Monitoring Report (eDMR) Project- This project, led by the Michigan 
Department of Environmental Quality, made it possible for regulated facilities within the state to 
submit DMRs to the state electronically, greatly reducing the cost and burden associated with 
submitting these reports in hard copy.  The information is entered once and then is transferred from 
the facility to the State.  Michigan then accurately and efficiently transfers the data via the 
Exchange Network to EPA.  The State of Michigan no longer needs to manually enter data or 
correct mis-keyed information.  The system also helped to eliminate the three-year backlog of daily 
reports within the first 18 months after system implementation. 

 
• Pacific Northwest Water Quality Data Exchange Project- This project, led by the Oregon 

Department of Environmental Quality, focuses on the development of an eXtensible Markup 
Language (XML) schema for exchanging water quality data among states in the Pacific 
Northwest.  Extensible Markup Language is a flexible language for creating common information 
formats and sharing both the format and content of data over the Internet and elsewhere.  This 
data exchange uses a common set of data elements and XML schema to define the data that are 
shared through individual Exchange Network Nodes.  Stakeholders can add data by contacting the 
project managers.  This data exchange provides access to an ever-growing source of comparable 
water quality monitoring data, making this exchange a powerful management tool for 
environmental decision makers who need timely, accurate, and consistent data on watersheds in 
the Pacific Northwest. 

 
• Beaches Monitoring Data Project- This project, led by the New Jersey Department of 

Environmental Protection in partnership with Earth 911, uses state-of-the-art technology and the 
infrastructure of the Exchange Network to streamline beach monitoring and notification 
processes.  The system allows local water quality monitors to record sampling results on handheld 
Personal Digital Assistants and wirelessly upload them to New Jersey’s data management system.  
Laboratories quickly and securely add sample results to data records over the Internet.  Using the 
sampling and monitoring results, the system makes recommendations to agency or department 
officials on whether to order beach closures. 

 
• Drinking Water Laboratory Results Project- Led by the New Hampshire Office of Information 

Technology, this project supports the electronic submission of drinking water data directly from 
laboratories to state drinking water programs and EPA.  A five state team developed an electronic 
data flow from laboratories to the State Drinking Water Programs using the Exchange Network as 
its foundation.  The states developed an XML schema broad enough to accommodate all types of 
drinking water data, which allows states to implement only those pieces appropriate to their 
individual state needs. The states worked closely with EPA to ensure that the schemas conformed 
to the Safe Drinking Water Information System, an EPA database that helps states manage 
drinking water resources. 

  
 
 
 
More Information  
Edward Mixon 
Information Exchange Partnership Branch 
Office of Environmental Information, OEI 
(202) 566-2142 
mixon.edward@epa,.gov 
  
EPA’s Exchange Network Grant Program Web site:  http://www.epa.gov/exchangenetwork/grants  
 

November 2006 

http://www.epa.gov/exchangenetwork/grants

